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life and soul of the community are largely affected
by, or inordinately desirous of, the presence in their
midst for three or four months of the Government
of India.    The Government of Bengal they have
with them, and of that body Calcutta is, and always
must be, the headquarters.    If the Government of
India had a double capital at Delhi or Agra, as the
case might be, and Simla, it would be best situated.
The Governments of Madras and Bombay, greatly
to the public advantage, divide the year between
their  maritime  capitals  and  more   central  inland
stations.   The Lieutenant-Governors of the Punjab
and the United Provinces follow a similar course,
and though Calcutta has, of course, a permanent and
paramount claim upon the Lieutenant-Governor of
Bengal, he too has such interests in the Himalayan
and sub-Himalayan tracts that not only the bodily
health of the  members  of his  staff, but the in-
terests of his people in Bengal, would suffer if the
annual move to Darjeeling were wholly abolished.
Indeed,   under   Sir   Norman  Baker  it  is  evident
that the exodus to the hills is already by way of
being restricted in extent, and largely curtailed in
length.

This question is vital in connection with the health
of the army. The bulk of the 78,000 British troops
are in the uplands of the Punjab and Baluchistan,
and, in diminishing numbers, in the United Provinces,
Bombay and Madras, and the smallest number of